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Taking action to end poverty

v
The Foreclosure Crisis
Join at any time. For free registration, go to http://groups.
google.com/group/clearinghousereview_foreclosure

Affirmative Advocacy and  
Leadership Development
Join at any time. For free registration, go to http://groups.
google.com/group/clearinghousereview_affirmative advocacy

Section 8 Voucher Termination Hearings
Join at any time. For free registration, go to http://groups.
google.com/group/clearinghousereview_phabestpractices

Long-Term Care for the Elderly
Join at any time. For free registration, go to http://groups.
google.com/group/clearinghousereview_longtermcare

What You Want to See in the REVIEW
Join at any time. For free registration, go to http://groups.
google.com/group/clearinghousereview_readercall

With Colleagues, Practitioners, Experts



Clearinghouse REVIEW Journal of Poverty Law and Policy  n  November–December 2008 335

1Center for American Progress Task Force on Poverty, From Poverty to Prosperity: Executive Summary, Poverty and Race, 
July–Aug 2007, www.prrac.org/full_text.php?text_id=1146&item_id=10643&newsletter_id=94&header=Poverty+%2F+
Welfare.

2Shawn Fremstad et al., Center for Economic and Policy Research, Working Families and Economic Insecurity in the States: The Role of 
Job Quality and Work Supports 12 (2008), www.cepr.net/documents/publications/state_2008_05.pdf.

3See Julia Contreras & Orly Lobel, Wal-Martization and the Fair Share Health Care Acts, 19 St. Thomas Law Review 105, 108 
(2006).

To many, the recent presidential election shows just how far we have come as a 
nation. For the first time ever, an African American was the Democratic nomi-
nee. The Democratic primary featured a woman who very nearly became the 

nominee. And the Republican vice presidential nominee was a woman. Millions of 
new voters, including young people and immigrants, played a monumental role in the 
elections. As a result, there is a sense of security in the state of equality and opportu-
nity in America and a feeling that the long struggle for civil rights has been a success 
and we can now all enjoy the fruits of that labor.

Yet, despite the high profile of the candidates for president and vice president, the 
struggle for equality and opportunity is far from over. Poverty rates in the United States 
are higher than in many other developed nations. Thirty-seven million Americans—
one out of eight—live below the official poverty line.1 Millions more struggle each 
month to make ends meet and many run out of savings when they lose their jobs. 

Record economic gains since the 1970s in growth and productivity have not contrib-
uted to greater economic security for working Americans; instead inequality has re-
turned to levels not seen since the years before the Great Depression.2 Millions of 
Americans lack health care coverage or are underinsured.3
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